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pany with a large party of Khalkha Mongols' from Urga,
near the Russian frontier. Their tribe is the richest in
the empire, and numbers of this people may be seen
during the winter months at all the great lamaist sanc-
tuaries in northern China, Mongolia, or Tibet, where
they nearly always bring presents of considerable value,
horses, camels, silver, satins, etc.
Not far to the west of the village of Ch'ang-cM-tsai we
passed in front of a high sandstone cliff, against the face
of which a small temple painted in gaudy colors has been
built. It is known as " the White Horse Temple" (Pai ma
55ft), and the following legend is told concerning its erec-
tion : Long ago a herd of- horses were, grazing on the top
of this cliff, and among them a mare with a blind white
colt. For some prank the mare reprimanded him, when,
not recognizing his parent's voice, he kicked her. Hardly
had he done so than his sight was restored; he saw his
wickedness, and, filled with shame, threw himself from the
cliff, and was dashed to pieces on the rocks below. To
commemorate this act of self-destruction in vindication of
the claims of filial devotion, the White Horse Temple was
built on the spot where the colt met with his death.
When about eleven miles from Hsi-ning we passed
through the "little gorge"(Hsiao hsia), first crossing the
river by a substantial bridge of heavy logs, constructed
somewhat on the cantilever system. At the ends of the
bridge are cribs of logs, held in place by heavy stones
around and overlapping them. Each successive tier pro-
jects farther over the stream than the one immediately
under it, and when about twenty-five feet above the river
the cribs reach to within fifty feet of each other. The in-
tervening space is spanned by three long logs, and small
1 Their name is pronounced Hallia.